THE FEW WHO SAVED THE MANY
the capital. One is a unit which was formed, early in
the year, of Canadian pilots and is commonly referred
te as the CA11 Canadians5. It took part in the fierce
fighting over Dunkirk, operating from a base in Eng-
land, and destroyed twenty-eight German aircraft
there in a few days at the end of May; probably as
many more were put out of action as well. In June it
was sent to France and was one of two squadrons
which were the last to leave that country when
French resistance collapsed. It operated in France
from Chateaudun and Le Mans, south-east of Paris,
and inflicted more heavy losses on the enemy. Later,
it had to find landing grounds wherever it could,
jtnd eventually reached Nantes, where the Advanced
Air Striking Force was being evacuated after its
arduous campaign of eight months in France, From
Nantes it flew back to England.
Since then the *A11 Canadians* have added success
to success. One of their great days was August 30,
when in a single patrol they destroyed eight Messer-
schmitt fighter-bombers and three Heinkel in
bombers, polishing off a fourth Heinkel which had
been damaged by another squadron. They thus ac-
counted for twelve enemy aircraft, and in doing so
they sustained no losses whatever. On September 7,
they repeated the performance; they shot down four
Dornier bombers, six Messerschmitt i io's and two
Messerschmitt log's: again twelve in all. Two days
later, on September 9, they fought a great air battle
above the streets of London. They encountered the
enemy formations on the south side of the Thames
below London Bridge and chased them up the river